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‘The dream is now a reality’ 
– Ottawa Senators Foundation president Dave Ready

The Ottawa Senators Foundation threw open the doors of Roger’s House
on April 21, to much fanfare and attention from the media and the commu-
nity.

“The dream is now a reality,” Foundation president Dave Ready
announced at the opening ceremonies.

Built on the grounds of the Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario,
Roger’s House, the pediatric palliative care facility named in honour of the
late Ottawa Senators coach Roger Neilson, is only the second facility of its
kind in Canada, modelled after Canuck Place Children’s Hospice in
Vancouver. Its objective is to enhance the comfort and quality of life for
children and their families living with a life-limiting illness.

Two years in the making, the story of Roger’s House has touched the
community like few others. More than 300 companies and organizations
donated $2 million in goods, services and expertise to the construction of
Roger’s House, while more than 75,000 members of the general public
donated and raised a further $3.2 million. The public sector, too, lent its sup-
port to the program, with the City of Ottawa contributing nearly $50,000 in
permit fee exemptions and other cost-saving measures, while the provincial
government has committed to funding up to 90 per cent of the annual oper-
ating costs every year. 

“This is a proud day for the Ottawa Senators Hockey Club and the
Foundation,” said Ottawa Senators owner and governor Eugene Melnyk.
“Roger’s House is symbolic of what a community can do when they put
their hearts and minds behind one great project.”

“Roger would be humbled today by this world-class facility that bears his
name,” said Ottawa Senators president and chief executive officer Roy
Mlakar. “The children and families that will benefit from the services pro-
vided is something we should all be proud of as a community.”

Construction plays a huge role
One of the best behind-the-scenes stories associated with the construc-

tion of Roger’s House has been the extent to which the construction indus-
try has pitched in to make the building happen. The ball got rolling when
Ready contacted his friend and former OCA chair Roly Hein to help co-
ordinate the construction effort. Hein graciously accepted, and asked Glen
Morley to accept the day-to-day work of running the construction job, an
opportunity that Morley, who recently retired, relished.

From there, the project began to gather momentum, as more and more
companies from across the construction industry jumped on board to lend
their support. Companies like Ziebarth Electric, Dilfo Mechanical, Merkley
Supply, Home Hardware, R. J. McKee Engineering, Edmundson Matthews
Architects, the Morley Hoppner Group and R. E. Hein Construction were all
on board as major sponsors of the construction effort, while other firms from
across the industry volunteered their time and money to support the cause.

“It was just awesome to see how all these contractors came forward to
lend their support to this project during their busiest time of the year and
without expecting a penny in return for their work,” says Chad Schella,
director of community and corporate relations for the Ottawa Senators
Foundation.

Roger Nielson was humbled to be associated with Roger’s House and
would no doubt have been overawed at this community’s tremendous out-
pouring of support.

Roger’s House opens its doors
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ABBLO
A.O. Smith Water Heaters
Absolute Office
Access Rigging
Acc-Par Systems Ltd.
Advance Cutting & Coring
Advance Drywall
Advanced Business Interiors
Advanced Technology Coatings

(ATC)
AGF Raymond Rebar
Agnew Peckham
Airwave Inc.
Ajilon Communications
Al Parsons Electronics Ltd.
Aland Enterprises
Alexandria Mouldings
All Weather Seal
Alloy Fabrication Inc.
Alti Construction 
American Standard
Amsted Construction
Aries Contracting (Ottawa) Inc.
Armstrong World Industries
Armtec - Big O
Arriscraft International 
Art Life Design
Atlan 4 Construction Inc.
Audiotronic
B.M.I. Limited
Bailey Metals 
Battlefield Equipment Rentals
Baytek Systems
Belimo Aircontrols (Can) Inc.
Bell Canada
Bell ExpressVu
Bell Sympatico
Bibby Foundaries
BJ Normand Ltd.
Blind Depot & Décor
BLR Safety & First Aid
Boone Plumbing and Heating

Supply Inc.
BPB Canada Inc./ Westroc
Breck-Mar
Burnside Sand & Gravel Limited
C & C Welding
C. Giamberardino Contracting Inc.
Cambridge Brass
Can Save
Canada Building Materials

Company (CBM)
“Canadian Gypsum Company Inc.,

JP Lacasse”
Canam Painting Contractors
Canam Steel
Capital Cutting & Coring
Capital Home Hardware
Capital Tile and Flooring Ltd.
Carleton Electric Ltd.
Central Precast
Centura Ottawa
Chalk Lake Greenhouses 
Children’s Hospital of Eastern

Ontario (CHEO)
CHUBB
City of Ottawa

Cleland Jardine Engineering 
Contract Door
Contractors Rental Supply
Conway Doors & Hardware Inc.
Corporate Compliance Consulting 
Corush Sunderland Wright Ltd.
Country Inn & Suites - Kanata
Crane Canada MGF
Cumberland Ready Mix
D & G Landscaping
D L Inc.
D&M Sales
Dan Bergeron Sales - Delta

Faucets
Danny Lavallie Flooring Installation

Inc.
Dave Wright Excavating
DDC Electrical
De Marinis Inc.
Desjardins Pharmacy
Dilfo Mechanical Ltd.
Direct Energy
Domus Building Cleaning Company

Limited 
Donald M. Bell Construction Inc.
Donovan & Lebeau Ltd.
Dow Canada
Dumoulin & Associates
Duron Services
E. Chaffey & Son Contracting
Eastern Float Glass Inc.
Eastern Plastering
Edwards
Electrical Contractors Association

of Ottawa
Electrical Safety Authority (ESA)
ema Architects inc.
Embury
EMCO
Emergilite Canada
Empire Marble & Granite Ltd.
Enbridge Gas
Encon Insurance
Eric Lemire Enterprises Inc.
Evolution Drywall & Acoustic
Excel Contracting
F&M Cutting Inc.
Fairhall Moffat & Woodland
Federal Tile Co. Ltd.
Ferano Construction Ltd.
Fiat Products
Flaghouse Inc.
Fleming Communications Inc. (FCI)
Flux Lighting
Form-All Construction
Franklin Empire
Fraser Wilson Incorporated
Fred Charron & Sons Inc.
Future Shop - Kanata
G&L Insulation
G.E.Shnier
GA Masonry
GE Infrastructure
GE Security
Gen Rep Limited
Geo. W. Drummond Ltd.
Georgia Pacific Canada Inc.

Geosynthetics Systems
Germotte Studio Framing
Gervais Towing
Gilmore Reproductions
Givesco
Goldie Mohr Ltd.
Goodeve Manhire Inc. Structural

Engineering
Goodfellow
Gratien Proulx Building Supply
Graydex
Hillen Nurseries 
Hilti Canada
Hockey Ministries International
Home Hardware Building Centres
Home Hardware Stores Limited
Hubbell Canada
Hubert Heating
Hydro Ottawa
IBEW Local 586
IBM Canada
Ideal Roofing
Industrial Concrete Pumping
Instaco Inc.
Invesys Building Systems
Ipex Industries
J.R.Menard Ltd.
Jacques Whitford Ltd.
Johnsons Environmental Products

Inc.
K.A.L. Construction
Karson Kartage
Keilhauer Furniture
Kennedy and Associates Design

Consultants
Kevin Froats Flooring Installation

Inc.
Kindred Industries
Kiwanis Club of Kanata
Klimar
Korban Interior Systems
Kott Lumber
LaborTek
Labrosse & Gibson Inc.
Lacombe Toilet Rentals
Lafarge
Lagostina
Landstrom Constructing Ltd.
Laplante Welding of Cornwall
LARI Construction
Lar-Mex Inc.
Laurysen Kitchens
Leishman Books
Len Murray Supplies 
Lenovo Canada Inc.
LTR Industries
Lumilux
M & M Interior Contracting
Macton Electrical Construction Ltd
Manray Construction 
Marathon Drilling
Marcantonio Constructors Inc.
Marden Fabrication
Mastron
Maytag Canada
McGonigal Construction
M-Con

Mechanical Contractors
Association (Ottawa)

Mechanical Sales Delta
Menova Energy Inc.
Merkley Supply Ltd.
Merlin Door Systems Ltd.
Microsoft Canada
MIG Structural Steel
Mitel Networks Corporation
Morin Brothers Building Supply
Morley Hoppner Group
Morrison Hershfield Limited
M-Y Home
Nation Drywall Contractors
National Contract Glazing Limited
NEDCO
Nicholson Rollforming
Nitro Microsystems
Northern Art Glass Inc.
Novatech Engineering
Nutri-Lawn
Odyssey Wallcovering
O’Leary’s Ltd.
Ontario Laser Rentals
Ontario Trillium Foundation
Optimum Custom Millwork Inc.
Ottawa Business Interiors
Ottawa Carleton Homebuilders’

Association
Ottawa Children’s Treatment

Centre (OCTC)
Ottawa Construction Association
Ottawa GSB Construction Ltd.
Ottawa Health Sciences Centre

Inc.
Ottawa Regional Masonry

Contractors’ Association
Ottawa Valley Glass Ent. Ltd.-

Renfrew
P.P. Point Heating Devices and

Equipment
Paradise Waterfall
Paul Ziebarth Electrical Contractors

Ltd 
Permacon Group
Petrela Burns & Associates Inc.
Pixelneck
Pizza Pizza
Polytarp Products
Praxicus
Promex Products Ltd.
Proserv Window Cleaning
QuikX Group of Companies
R.E. Hein Construction
R.J. McKee Engineering
R.W. Tomlinson Limited
Rapicon Inc.
Ray Con Steel
Ray Neon Signs Inc.
“Rideau Lumber, Smiths Falls,

Ltd.”
Riopelle Drapery & Design
Roxul Inc.
Royal Fire Protection Inc.
Royal Pipe
RSC Canada Ltd.
S & R Mechanical

S.A. Armstrong Ltd.
S.W. Farrell & Sons (1979) Ltd.
Sapacon Drywall Ltd.
Sarnafil Limited
Scaffoldfast
Scrivens
See Through Glass
Sheet Metal Union Local 47
Sherwin Williams
Siemens Canada Limited
Signature Audio
Simcon Structural Steel Ltd.
Simluc Contractors
Simplex Rentals
Sleep Country Canada
Smiley
Somerville Pipelines
Soprema Inc.
Soubliere Interiors Ltd.
Source Four Construction Ltd.
St. Mary’s Cement 
State Farm Insurance Companies
Sterling Heating
Streamline Copper
Swift Messenger Delivery Systems 
T. Romano Tile and Marble Ltd.
TAB Inspecting
Teknion Furniture Systems
Telmec Sales
Teraflex Limited
The Master Group Ltd.
Thermec Insulation
Thomas Betts
Thyssen Krupp Elevator
Tippet-Richardson Limited
Tony Graham Lexus Toyota
Torus Construction Ltd.
Total H.V.A.C.
Triway Sheet Metal
Turquil Sales
TWA Heating Panels
Unionized Building and

Construction Trades Council of
Eastern Ontario and Western
Quebec

United Building Supply
United Rentals
USS Manufacturing
Utility Structures Inc.
Uxbridge Nurseries
Valley Hardware
Vars Concrete Pumping
Visser Manufacturing Ltd.
W.S. Sales
Wall and Ceilings Contractors’

Association of Ottawa 
Walmar
Waste Management
Waste Services Inc (WSI)
Waterman Sales
Watkins Design & Construction
Wesco Distribution
Western Sign & Line Painting Ltd.
Weyerhaeuser
Williams Scotsman
Willis McKeowen

Thank You Members of the Roger's House construction team included
(left to right) Chad Schella , Victor Deveau, Johannes
Ziebarth, Glen Morley, Eugene Melnyk, Ken Hoppner,

Roly Hein, Richard Gratton


