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Marion Rattray changed everything about Roger's House
with a simple question: 'Why limitthe number of children?'
Today, she is in charge ofpalliative services at the stand-alone,
broad-based, eight-bed hospice she envisioned...
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aCe that speaks of love,
of children and community

9Yn9qqELEEII -. . - HGpitaloi Einern Oor.rio, rhe
nes w3 r sur!ft., Sh. hrd hedd

Whcn shc eived ar work, h *as
rhe raU ofthe hospnal ond, at some
he durina rhar &t carry carditl
rhe hosplrals CEq lsk d sh.!shc

''Iit 
Erefl news, shc {ns*ered.''But Id.nl know ilir cdn wort. if

n\ ju* for chiltlren wirh canccr
Tncrc.kn ' cnough of'hosc ch,t.
'rrcn ror r tuU nand{lnnchosFrcc

shc knt on ra sy Rqert Hous.
rhourd be r hospice for ry chitd
wirh i lif..liejrhs i[ne$, Munhr
drsrmphy NieM Pick wlui4er
8ereri., meiabolic orneuDlosic?.1

diseGc a child sutreEd lmh, whxr
aer m soing ro or dei. lite shon
- thescshduld nor be rersonsro

S l r c , r nde rcd  l ! r c r  r h r t  d r y  i I
rtu h?d bcen rorha6h, Thure wr
n . t h i n8  w rons  w i rh  ! i nnn !  k ,
hclpchildrn w(h cincci A n;bjc
ldcz. Maybe rhdre was somerhirs,
on i !6!11., scrle. rhar..uld he

otcouce, n.ybe no.hin3 would
happcn d all rnd rhir sismoor.

Thesemros hld nor.onhcd
CHEO ln  r hes rh ro l Lnns  rhc  r

rhc hel.y rem hd sihpiy *n;d

a wilh, nore rhr i fa.r, soncrhinr
iirt wouldoccu! ro rhcb b.t r;

Shcwelrrbo hcrbu!inc$,rhar
bct.sthe ci!.of dyinschildlcn
rhe child!.nh Hoipir!t of Eii.ln
onrldo,ind.ven folBor ibour !h.

A $eek htci $e Nls suhmoncd
ro lhe cEo\ ofiice. Ircidc. rh.!e
ms amrher hu sairins H. inlb
duced himFlf as Davs Readr fFm
the o!.M sendots Foud,it.n

He shook the nutsc! hand,.nd
ihcn laidr"so,I hear Ne should bs

t us on rhe nrlio in the s!n,
me! or rdoj th.r Morion Rr!
tay lirs he'rd rhe orrwr
Senrto4 wcrc 3oins ro build a
hosp,cc for chUdrcn kirh rcr

Il qruld hr built b honou! a$iy
tdt c.qch Rqer Ncjlso[ who hid
dicd f$n rhc disc$o four d.ys eaF
lrci on lu!e ,. Th. hospice woul'l
h. .dlcd RoRcr! Ho!*, shc h.d b
hea. i. igdn, dn lnorhQ.swscN,
before bclievins ah,r rhe h:d
head. rhu sson hsr *ry romrk
rnd, i< rhe peFon inchr$e ofpal-
r ' J0vc  se rv (e3 : r  r hc  Ch i t d r . . ,
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ohaw SeratoF piesid€nr rd clo Roy MLl.r qs
. close friend of Rose. Neilson. It qs Mi MI.Iar *ho
phon.d the colch, rh!.e days before he died. ro tell
hih abou Ros.!'s Hous..

''It s.s a wednesday, .,d Ros.r hld sole bact to Pe-
t.ibobush rhar Mond.y. sryrnE he wasn\ feetins
k[,"Ph.6b.6Mr Mhkr

The  nex r  day ,  se  dkcu$ed  i n .  nee r ' ns  do ins
soh€ rh in3  t o  honou r  h i h . I t  s r s  D rve  Re rdy  eho
can.upwkh rhe idca ofrp.dirtric hospice. tveryone
.l the he.riq loved rh. id.l"

wirholt €v.n checklns into whet was involved -,
chamln3padof rh. rory- Mr Ml.lar w0sd.stsnar
ed rh! one ro tell rhe hall-oI.frh. coach tb. n.s. so
he cJled his tiend, He *pected, in rhe srmc call, io
r.ll Mr N.lkon h. would be cominc ro !.rcrboruu*
th 

 

se.kend to visirhib.
Rq.rcoE. on the pho.e,rnd roucoutd reu riehr

,w.y h. w.snl f.eltnswell, sry3 Mr, Mhkri I ratd
him the newr rnd shen I nnkh.d rher. w.sde:d ri-
lcDc. on thc lin..I asL!d hjm whar h. thoushi,.nd

"Ftnillt h€ crorLed our, yo! could rell he wrs
rouch.d,and yo! bav. ro LnN Roser h.ybe ro aDpre.
cirte Ai5, but he $id: "C.., ihar ioundt ne , Sure. co
3hrd.

N.!r, Iivrs one of hh favourit.ldlecrives,The kind
ofrhlngp.opl.3ald in, difi.!.nt tim., and a senrl.r

Mr Mlrlar wenr on lo ery h. w.sconrns ro n.reF
boroush that w..k.nd, and hk fri.nd cruilon.d hin
rvay. srld h. E.llyw:snt fe.llq well. Dont borher
mr*ing rh. kip. H.d ser hin b.ck in Oirru n.xr
*.1. Th{ S4urdry, Rqer NcilFn pr$.d $ay,

T!.Droofofwhitthis Dhc. dean o hrm, rhou.h.
*.r l.i behind. Mr. N.ikon s.v. in*rucuunr iliat
r ny rh tng rh .ho !D i cew3n rcd f ronh i s ! . t . r bo ro ! sh
noh. wr3 rh.* for ihe iakln8.Chsd schelhofrh.
seEtos b.ck.d 1 v.n io th. i onr doorofrh.thon.
Ilt rltlBn lnd took .w.y a fonlne s {onh oi hock.y

&b I on disDliy ar Rqcls Holse - vinta8e bock-
.y rw.rr.ro, grme.qtnninB puckr - ihhough the
btld tde hayhrv.b.enrhe6nr.n6of ihecechs
B.m. room Hi! shume board .nd ioosball ssne crn
nNbefoundlnrheplaybomof rhehospic..

' 'rtbccouldhav.se.nthtplac., saysMiMl.taa''I n rurc n mlld hrve hunbl.d . humble ,m]

In ih. .nd, Rqef! Houee becime rn ehhtsbad ho$
pierharMUldolferrelpirece,pahndasen.nr,b..
dven.nt coun!.lllns {d end-oilit cdelortermr
ndlyillchldrenandrh.i!f.milles.Alor of lspteand
orFniationr seoo.d foMrd ro m:1. rh haDDer.

The Chlldren s HospMlofE6rern on,,rio doni,qd
land for the horpic.. constructioD comprnt$ rnd
.Ert !h.n sr.pp.d foMrd ne*r and tleity mlch builr

Sut lt dldn t stop rh.r., Tld .lry ot Ort$. wdved ns
nom.l tees rnd d*.lopm.nt cturBe!, iavina rhe Senf
rod nedly r million dolhE incosrNcrion cons,Thr
p ovinc. of Ontrrio amounc.d it m! ld cover oo De r
c. nt oI lle hosp ic.! op.ratiry budr. r, oDe ir ;aiup

cosprnier arcuDd the city bqd holdiq Boli touF
n.nmr3 to !01* Dorcy for Rose!3 Hous., Bov !.out
roopi sold.ppleE. Nebhbourhood. held Brrr$ fater.
At.r.thotr Mr sl.*.d, shlch ritsed ne.rlv a million
dou.s lasr y.ri BefoE a cn d den cee rhrcueh the
dooi Rq.r s Hous. was becoDrns one ororirw,'5

Non ofwhtch suprisd Marlo. Rlnny,"People ar. g r..dy .tfcct. d by dyins cbudt D" th.

''we live h. d.rth-debyjns culture aDd, ro hsv..
child di., host ofu5 [ave trouble even ioaBrnins ir,
Tr'er.l sod.rhingnor righr $oui rh,r.Ir! somerhing

M3, Rrftay has alwqs shown a speclal zffidly lor
childrensith rerminal illne$es. E
sh. hsd r s,y oliattins b rhem rt'*.,i norie pa-
konlringnord.nyins Ye!, rhk is happ€nln8 ro you.'what cu se do to make the days alre.d a lirde ber€!?

She h.d tbh gitt at a tlne when tbe medical prcfes
rion, far the moi Fan, srw p,lli.tive care as a wdt ot
tine, Docrotr vere pur on rhis eadh ro heal, Nuses
w€lc th.re ro help doctos And when . larient could
notbehe.led.whenaUthepie.escolldnorbepurbac*
tdgeih*, rh.n rhe wor* eas done.

The young nuse lan acloss iamily rtter tanily ihrt
h.d ro s!r.! tbrolsh the de.rh ol. child. lldosr in iso.
l,tion. Shunt.d ro . distint holpital b.d ln rhe hd d.'r,
b rhey muldn\ crr: pall over rh. orherp.!r.nB, LeIt
in ih.irhomes for the E{ ofrhe rime b.cause - *ett.
ther. s oothtns we cln do for th.6 no*

we were so hrbehindorhc.counri.swhcnn can.
to nilliariv.crru, ir wr.mbanrstns, sh. rcn.mb.6,"The U.K h.s had i p.dhFicF,llisilv.hospice Elnc.
rhe 6os. The Urited Stares has then,Bdicr.inc,n.,
d.,)rucouldDlBdanyoncint.r.sted inrh.s!bj.ct]'

Even when lhe Childrcn! HorDitll oIE.*c!n On-
rario dk d rhc psvinciil govehned for fundins, !a.
.n y.rs igo. ro creire a prllidiv. d.p(rm.nr  

 

rhe
holplral ir wsrurNd down Fundins for rh. pmsBh

"Thar3 whynewsofRq.as Ho!s. ca6. ai such a
surpris., s.ys Mr,Ra[rrJr IrN.sllke rh..nsw.! to
my drdru,io! lot ofpeoDl.!dEam!.Tnis wd fin.lly
t hech rnc . ro6ak . . d l i i . r ence  Toh . lDch l l d ren ln
w.ys w. n.v.r colld b.for, ln @r5 w. couldn't im.3,

Aft.r ibe onlci.l openiry oi Rqert House rx s..b
aBo, ihe diBnitrri.s w.nt aw.y and rhe reopl. who
worl ar rh. hGpice w.nr brck ro burin.e.Th. nuB.l
and peaonal'supDod wrk s .oniinu.d rh.t rainln3.
Lloyd Cosan contjnlcd rweaklnB rhe opelrtingbud-
ger. Th. peopk.in 'hc tkch.n beB.ncrperiF.nrlnA

M.rion Rawry, lor h.r pd,bcBrncompili.3llisr of
childr.n sho mi8hr cohe ro rhe hospice. She knew
every rsn., .very fimlly. on rhe lht. Had a n.nr.l ln-
!9. ot..chchild, d knew wlMt each lanily had en-

She dld her*o!k i! a buildiry rhar h d r.nanent rc
rhe ciiy, !h. lqz.y the Senrtorg wanr.d fo' Rose. Nei!
so!. llr.E is *orkmnship helo that ritd, the m.son-
ry work on I,rrlhm.ni tlil i, Roomi rh.r arc sobright,
,nd beauriful. you crn .a5ily lory.t you are in r hot

Everyihing .bour rhis place scleams love - lov. of
wolli love ot cnihrcni love ot conminny Yo! ealr
rhrcugh rhe dod* and ar. ov.rcoDe slrh rh. fe.lins
rh. oursld. slld - wirh lr! brealn.cl Dace rnd Fe-
litory concemir its love ol s! ccd! and no ney - rh.t
world i, behlnd you,RrFdhsl (e p.ople yoipesed

Her., yout. sohephce else.In vrncouveiDeoDle
s.yof Cmuc[ Pl{. it ir rodephce sp.cirl, Ihaipl:ce
berw..n h.aven .nd .dh," Ir will be rhd way in O!

Anywy. rhe buildin3 nood Erdy witn only one lst
r,4 to conplere berore rle dooE op.ned. Ii h.lpeDed
thre. we.ks aso, when Mano! R.ftrry Dicted uD her
phone,look da8rltrar rhel'eror@d ir fm olhei
and Eade I cdL Tn. neh .jry, a fiv.,y.d-old bq from
Herst, Oni,, E .tlifted b Or6k.

I!flOiiOiII}IE CHIIDREN OF ROGER S HOUSE
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Thefirstchild
atRoger'sHouse
Marc Blanchette has Niemann-Pick type C, a degenerative
and fatal disease that requires round-the-clock care. On May 15,
an air ambulance brought the smallboy from Northern Ontario
t0 Ottawa and Roger's House, where he was greeted withlove
and compassion and abrightly frostedbirthday cake.

Today inthe Citizen s Weekly, writer R0N CoRBETT andphotographer
JULIE 0LIVER tell the sto.y ol a remarkable boy in a remarkable place. Bl
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